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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 


Premenstrual Elevation of Temperature in Tuberculous Patients.— 

Kraus (Wiener med. Wochenschrift, 1905, No. 13) calls attention to 
variations of temperature that occur in perfectly healthy women from 
two to seven days before menstruation. In tuberculous subjects a 
marked rise is noted in at least two-thirds of the cases, beginning from 
two to fourteen days before menstruation. Rarely the temperature 
rises suddenly with the appearance of the flow, though the rise is usually 
gradual, the curve falling as menstruation begins. The fever is often 
out of proportion to the severity of the pulmonary disease; in fact, 
these periodical elevations may for a long time constitute the only 
symptom of latent tuberculosis, and hence are a valuable aid in diagnosis. 

Intraperitoneal Hemorrhages Accompanying Fibroids.— Polloson 
(Lyon mSdicale, August 5, 1905) reports 2 cases, 1 of which presented 
all the symptoms of ruptured ectopic with internal hemorrhage. On 
removing the tumor the source of the bleeding was found to be a throm¬ 
bosed varicose vein on its surface. In the second case the bleeding 
occurred more slowly, so that a hsematocele was found, which was 
slowly absorbed in the course of a year and a half, no operation being 
performed. 
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Jequiritol. — Leefelder (Klin. Monatsbl. f. Augenheil., February, 
1905) has employed jequiritol in the following three conditions: (1) 
Corneal cicatrices other than those consecutive to trachoma; (2) inter¬ 
stitial keratitis; (3) corneal opacities consecutive to trachoma, par¬ 
ticularly trachomatous pannus. His conclusions are: Jequiritol should 
be employed as much as possible in patients under hospital control, 
but only exceptionally in others. The remedy can be dosed, but there 
are great variations in the reaction. It cannot be considered harmless, 
and even when used with prudence may cause dacryocystitis and 
ulcers of the cornea. It is therefore contraindicated in diseases of the 
lacrymal passages and in affections of the cornea tending to ulceration. 

The duration of the treatment is variable. The average duration of 
the inflammation excited by the remedy is eight days. An intense 
inflammation is followed by better results than where the reaction is 
but moderate. But even the latter may be successful. 

In chronic catarrh of the conjunctiva small doses should be tried 
at first. 
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Jequiritol appears to have an influence upon the follicles of trachoma, 
but its clarifying action upon opacities of the cornea is very marked, 
being in fact the most active of all known methods, but it should not 
be used until other means have failed. 

Interstitial keratitis is not influenced in its course by this remedy. 
It is indicated in very old granular pannus. Although its action is 
thus limited, it is capable of effecting a cure in a great many cases if 
prudently used. 


Magnet Operations in Children. — Hirschberg (Cent. f. prdk. Aug., 
September, 1905) reports 5 cases of extraction of iron splinters by means 
of a magnet in children of ages nine to fifteen years (3 nine years old, 
1 ten, and 1 fifteen). In 4 of the cases the operation was performed 
from two hours to eleven days after the injury; in 3 of these cases the 
vision was almost normal, and the fourth satisfactory. Iii 3 the lens 
had been so severely injured that it became entirely opaque and had 
to be needled. In a single case the opacity remained limited and did 
not interfere with vision. The fifth case had undergone nine operations 
without removal of the foreign body, before the magnet operation, 
which was applied two years after the injury, when the eye was blind. 
The operation succeeded in removing the foreign body, but the eye 
remained subject to repeated attacks of inflammation so that it had to 
be enucleated finally five years after the extraction of the foreign body. 


Treatment of Superficial Epithelioma by Radium. — Darier before 
the Soci^te d’Ophtalmologie of Paris ( Archiv. d’ophtal., October, 1905) 
presented a patient with an epithelioma of the internal canthus who 
had been greatly improved by radiotherapy after other methods of 
treatment (cauterizations, surgical ablation five years before, followed 
by a very extensive relapse) had failed. 

The treatment consisted in applications upon the three lobes of the 
tumor of 5 milligrams of radium 500,000 units. The application kept 
up for an hour and a half (thirty minutes upon each lobe); it was re¬ 
peated every three days for a month. The cure was perfect. 


Stovaine.— Scrini, Paris (Archiv. d’ophtal., June, 1905), thinks 
that this new local anaesthetic is worthy of a place by the side of cocaine. 
Stovaine is a synthetic product discovered by Fourneau. This gives it 
the great advantage of constancy of composition and stability. Its 
action has been studied by numerous observers, chiefly French; in their 
hands it has given very encouraging results. 

Its feeble toxicity, coupled with its vasodilator action plus its tonic 
effect upon the heart and antiseptic qualities, are in its favor and justify 
its application. Like cocaine, its anaesthetic and analgesic action 
render it useful in certain operations on the eyeball and its annexes and 
in certain of their diseases. 

The muriate is the salt used. It is readily soluble in distilled water, 
physiological serum, and in strong solutions of sodium chloride; a 
quantity equal to that of the anaesthetic is added. The addition is 
necessary from the fact that the stovaine base, liberated by the alkalinity 
of the cephalorhacidian fluid, is more freely soluble in concentrated 
solutions of chloride of sodium than in distilled water. 



